
THIRD STREET & GRAND AVENUE NEVILLE ISLAND, PA 15225 (412) 264-1977

May 27, 1996

Mr. Romuald Roman
Remedial Project Manager
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
841 Chestnut Building
Philadelphia, PA 19107

In 1850 the name of Mary Croghan meant little to most Pittsburghers. One hundred and
fifty years later the park to which she gave her married name has a magic sound for
countless children who have learned to skate in Panther Hollow, and who have had the
opportunity to run freely on green slopes; for young people who listen to summer
concerts on the grass; for worshippers of all ages who attend Easter sunrise services on
Flagstaff Hill; for the elderly who relax on benches — in Schenley Park. Acquisition of
the park was achieved through a trans-Atlantic chase and hard-headed convincing, but ho
one has ever doubted its worth.

Neville Island was once a natural parkland, later converted into farms that flourished on
the rich soil. Industry crept, then leapt, upon the sprawling farms, changing the contours
of the Island from green riverbanks to towering smokestacks. Houses eventually
clustered together at the western end, clinging to the only remaining pristine parkland on
the Island. Somehow it escaped development, perhaps because it was taken for granted.
Lack of development spelled its fate, for it was an easy step from dis-use to abuse.
Although contaminants and garbage were dumped in the park, it remained the only place
on Neville Island where boys could drop a fishing line, children could play, and where
trees grew in shady groves. Contaminants never destroyed the vegetation nor the wildlife
it supported nor the people who walked there before EPA closed off the area in 1978.

Neville-Green, the volunteer organization which is a subdivision of the Neville Island
Planning Commission, exists solely to provide greenness and beauty and to obtain
riverside access for residents. Its members believe that the preservation of this park is
of immense importance, for the following reasons:

a) This is die only available waterside access for residents of the Island;

b) There is no other public park beside the water for people who live on the
Island;

c) - There are playgrounds, but no other shady groves, trails or sitting areas
in which to enjoy the river and its surrounding areas;
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d) These 31 acres are the only remaining vestige of the once-beautiful ' ,' V
farmlands of Neville Island. If they are lost, Neville Island will never —̂X
reclaim its former beauty;

e) Vegetation is needed not only for beauty but for combating air pollution:
. trees use carbon dioxide. . . ' ' • • ;

Neville-Green is sensible that businesses provide essential tax bases. There are unused
properties entirely suitable for commercial use on the Island. Small stores can be
attractive and would be welcome. They should not occupy the only wooded area on the
Island. Neville-Green firmly believes that people are more important than products.
People have always lived on this Island. They deserve the chance to enjoy the uniqueness
of the community they love.

Therefore, Neville-Green is; strongly opposed to EPA removing contaminants from the
"trenches" or capping. Neville-Greensupports natural processes.

In view of the diminishing poison content of test cores, Neville-Green urges the speedy
return of the land to its purpose as a park, so that all residents - young and old alike - >
may enjoy the same benefits of public parkland recognized many years ago by the
planners of big cities.

EPA's environmental remedy should recognize the potential that this property could have
in the future for the people of Neville Island.

i . ' - . - ' .

Sincerely,

Eileen Boyd Hutehinson
Chairman, Neville-Green
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cc: Neville Land Company

AR500I22


